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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
POLICY 

2017- 2018
Introduction 

The Religious Education (RE) curriculum at King Street Primary & Pre - School follows the framework set out by the Durham Agreed Syllabus (2012) for Religious Education in all maintained and controlled schools in County Durham. The Durham Agreed Syllabus is reviewed every five years and is due for review at the end of this academic year in 2018. The aim of the Durham Agreed Syllabus is to raise standards in RE and promote spiritual, moral and cultural development, which is in line with the ethos and values of King Street Primary & Pre- School as a Rights Respecting School:
‘All children have rights, no matter who they are, where they live, what their parents do, what language they speak, what their religion is, what their gender is, what their culture is, whether they are rich or poor. No child should be treated unfairly on any basis.’

Article 2

UNCRC

RE is a component of the National Curriculum and must be provided for all registered pupils in maintained schools, including those in Reception. RE develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of principal religions and provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life. RE offers pupils the opportunity to examine the significance and impact of major world religions on individuals and groups in local, national and global contexts. It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development, as well as encouraging pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or not). RE encourages respect, tolerance and understanding for all, as pupils develop appreciation of our diverse society and world:
‘Education should encourage respect and tolerance for other cultures and beliefs.’

Article 29

‘You have the right to practise your own culture, language and religion. Minority and indigenous groups need special protection of this right’

Article 30

‘You have the right to choose your own beliefs and religion, as long as you do not stop others from enjoying their rights. Your parents should help you decide what is right and wrong and what is best for you.’

Article 14 

‘You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others. You have the right to voice your opinion’

Article 13

This policy summarises our approach to the teaching of RE at King Street Primary & Pre - School. It is a statement that will ensure systematic and consistent practice throughout our school and result in improved results and children leaving our school as confident, independent and literate learners. Our policy recognises the current thinking of the National Curriculum as well as harnessing aspects of other creative and innovative approaches 

Rationale
RE contributes to the aims of the whole school curriculum and has an important part to play as part of a broad, balanced and coherent curriculum to which all pupils are entitled. RE helps to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. Through RE pupils develop critical thinking and reasoning skills. RE gives opportunities for pupils to listen to others, hear and analyse conflicting viewpoints and develop empathy and respect for others. RE contributes to the development of our pupils, encouraging them to work with others; to become resilient, independent thinkers and to face problems and challenges with open minds. 
Aim
We aim to build a climate in our school that supports RE development and is inclusive for all our children.  This will be demonstrated through the analysis of key indicators and a review of classroom practice. Our aim is to stimulate and challenge children’s thinking and promote an enthusiastic and lifelong love of learning. This policy outlines how all adults fulfil their responsibility to achieve this and outlines the roles and responsibilities of key staff.

The Durham Agreed Syllabus 
The Durham Agreed Syllabus clearly outlines what must be taught within each Key Stage. The three main elements of the RE curriculum are Knowledge and Understanding of Religion, Critical thinking and Personal Reflection. The Durham Agreed Syllabus takes an enquiry- based approach to learning. Pupils investigate beliefs, authority, expressions of belief and impact of belief in major world religions, with a main focus on Christianity and one other world religion. Enquiry based learning is a process which actively engages children in the learning process. It enables them to develop skills as they investigate issues surrounding religion and beliefs. The cycle of enquiry allows pupils to engage, explore, enquire, evaluate, present, reflect upon and evaluate on their learning. A copy of the Durham Agreed Syllabus is available in school which outlines the units, enquiry questions and assessment to be used throughout KS1- KS4. 
The following shows the focus of learning and outcomes for the majority of pupils across each key stage:
	
	Knowledge and Understanding of religion
	Critical Thinking
	Personal Reflection

	Key Stage 1
	Children are able to identify some beliefs and features of religion.
	In response the religious material they learn about, children are able to express their views and give simple reasons to support these.
	Children are able to reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values and be aware of others.

	Lower Key Stage 2
	Pupils can describe some of the beliefs and features of religion.
	Pupils are able to express their views and support them using a plausible reason or reasons. They show some awareness of other people’s views.
	Pupils are able to reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values and appreciate that not all people think, feel and believe the same.

	Upper Key stage 2
	Pupils will demonstrate understanding of some of the beliefs and features of religion through the RE concepts. 
	In response to the religious material they learn about, pupils can express their views using sound reasons. Pupils show understanding of differing views and can give reasons to support an opposing view (i.e. they can see both sides of an argument.  
	Students are able to reflect on their own beliefs, ideas, feelings and values and appreciate how their beliefs may have an impact for others. 


The RE levels for assessment consist of seven level descriptors of increasing difficulty. The levels for Knowledge and Understanding of Religion and Critical Thinking can be used for assessment. Personal Reflection cannot be assessed but pupils can make progress in this element. Please see pages 30- 33 of the Durham Agreed Syllabus for the RE Level Descriptors. 
Leadership and management of Religious Education
· A member of the teaching staff, the School RE Coordinator, will have strategic responsibility for RE development in the school and will report to the Head-teacher and Governing Body

· The RE Coordinator will have the necessary time and support to carry out the role, including monitoring of the ways in which subject leaders and other teachers comply with this policy

· The RE Coordinator will review the policy annually and discuss this at staff meetings

The role of the RE Coordinator
The RE Coordinator has a strategic and operational role in the development of RE.  This role will include:-

· Developing RE policies and curriculum planning in our school as part of the School Development Plan

· Preparing staff for and helping them to implement all National Curriculum recommendations/ Durham Agreed Syllabus recommendations 
· Identifying good practice outside the school

· Providing guidance

· Collecting and sharing good practice across our school

· Leading training

· Monitoring compliance with this policy

Cross curricular practice
Teachers can promote positive learning and outcomes for all pupils by encouraging cross- curricular learning wherever possible. The RE units aim to develop and promote a curiosity and sense of awe about the world and can be linked with learning in Geography and History about local, national and global communities and cultures in the past and present. At King Street Primary and Pre- School we also aim to promote social, moral, spiritual and cultural development. RE plays an important role in this. School and Class Assemblies also take a different SMSC focus each week and aim to promote the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of our pupils. Major religious festivals and events are learned about and discussed throughout the academic year. The RE curriculum also links well to learning about the UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child) and opportunities should be taken to discuss how rights are respected and met or withheld within different religious and cultural practices. This will help our pupils to respond empathetically to current affairs and think critically as active global citizens.   
In all cross curricular practice it is the responsibility of all staff to support all pupils’ RE development by:-
· Using prior data to develop an appropriate expectation of every pupil’s skill

· Becoming proficient in the use of common strategies used across the school to help under-attaining pupils with reading, writing and spelling

· Being able to model literacy skills

· Adhering to the school’s Marking and Feedback policy and framework
Subject specific practice
· All teachers should promote outcomes and progression of skills by following RE Curriculum Maps and guidelines in the Durham Agreed Syllabus
· All teachers promote the use of subject specific vocabulary and plan to develop speaking and listening skills  
· RE displays should incorporate the three elements of the RE Syllabus i.e. knowledge and understanding, critical thinking, personal reflection
· Teachers should model higher order reasoning as appropriate and use critical thinking and discussion to encourage children to explore their own beliefs and the beliefs of others 
Monitoring this policy
· Compliance with the policy will be regularly monitored by the RE Coordinator, subject leaders and through the school self evaluation process

· This will include work scrutiny, lesson observation and pupil voice

· The impact of the policy will be shown by work scrutiny, lesson observation and pupil voice 
· The evaluation of the monitoring process will inform School Improvement Priorities

· The school RE Coordinator will review this policy annually and discuss it at staff meetings
Organisation of RE
The Durham Agreed Syllabus highly recommends the inclusion of RE at Pre- School level, although there is no statutory requirement for this. RE does form a valuable part of the educational experience for children and makes a significant contribution to meeting the Early Learning Goals. Children may begin to explore the world of religion in terms of special people, special books, specials times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship.
In Reception RE becomes compulsory and children should be following lesson plans which meet the Durham Agreed Syllabus requirements. In Nursery and Reception children follow outlined topics in each of the Autumn, Spring and Summer Terms.        
In Key Stage 1 children are introduced to the beliefs and features of:

· Christianity (core religion) and

· Buddhism (core religion)

They may also be introduced to one other religion, if appropriate, and aspects of secular world views, if appropriate. The recommended time allotted for RE at KS1 is 36 hours per year.   
In Lower Key Stage 2 children develop knowledge of the beliefs and features of:

· Christianity (core religion) and

· Either Hinduism or Sikhism (core religions) 

They may also be introduced to one other religion, if appropriate, and aspects of secular world views, if appropriate. The recommended time allotted for RE at Lower Key Stage 2 is 45 hours per year.  
In Upper Key Stage 2 children develop understanding of the beliefs and features of:

· Christianity (core religion)

· Either Hinduism or Sikhism (core religions)

· One other supplementary religion (Buddhism, Islam, Judaism) or aspects from these religions.   
If appropriate, pupils may study another religious community with a significant local presence and be introduced to aspects of secular world views. The recommended time allotted for RE at Upper Key Stage 2 is 45 hours per year.  
	
	AUTUMN 1
	AUTUMN 2
	SPRING 1
	SPRING 2
	SUMMER 1
	SUMMER 2

	Pre- School
	Harvest as a special time

-The Creation Story

-Christian harvest

Diwali as a special time for Hindus

Christmas as a special time

-The Christmas Story

-Ways Christians celebrate e.g. singing carols
	Special Books

-The Bible as a special book for Christians

Special People

-Jesus as special to Christians; stories about Jesus e.g. calming the storm, walking on water

Special Times

-Easter story

-How Christians celebrate in church e.g. Easter garden


	Belonging

-Christian baptism

-Raksha Bandhan

-Christian weddings

-Jewish weddings 

	Reception
	Harvest as a special time

-Christian Harvest and
-Jewish Sukkot

Shabbat as a special time for Jewish people

Christmas as a special time

-The special baby Jesus

-Ways Christians celebrate, e.g. colours in church, Advent Rings
	Special Books

-How holy books are treated e.g. Qur’an, Torah, Guru Granth Sahib

Special People

-Jesus as special to Christians, stories Jesus told e.g. Lost Coin, Lost Sheep

Special Times

-Easter story

-How Christians celebrate in church e.g. singing, hymns, prayers


	Special places, special objects, special music, special people- to select e.g.

-Church- explore Christian artefacts, music, meeting special people e.g. vicar

-Jewish artefacts e.g. menorah, mezuzah 

-Mandir- Hindu murtis and artefacts, Hindu music

	Year 1
	What can we learn about Christianity from visiting a church?


	Why are gifts given at Christmas?
	Why is Jesus special to Christians?
	What is the Easter Story?
	What can we find out about the Buddha?


	Year 2
	Why is the Bible special to Christians?
	What can we learn from the story of St. Cuthbert?

How and why is light important at Christmas?
	What does it mean to belong in Christianity?
	How do Christians celebrate Easter?
	How do Buddhists show their beliefs?


	
	AUTUMN 1
	AUTUMN 2
	SPRING 1
	SPRING 2
	SUMMER 1 
	SUMMER 2

	Year 3
	How do Hindus worship?
	How and why is Advent important to Christians?
	What can we learn about Christian symbols and beliefs by visiting churches?
	What do Christians remember on Palm Sunday?
	What do Hindus believe and how does this affect the way they live their lives?


	Year 4
	How and why do religious people show care for others?
	Why do Christians call Jesus the light of the world?
	What do Christians believe about Jesus?
	Why is Lent such an important period for Christians?
	What do Christians believe about God?

	Year 5
	What do Sikhs believe and how are these beliefs expressed?
	What are the themes of Christmas?
	What do we know about the Bible and why is it important to Christians?
	Why is the Last Supper so important to Christians?
	What can we learn about Christian faith through studying the lives of the Northern saints?
	Why should people with a religious faith care about the environment?

	Year 6
	Why do people use ritual in their lives?
	What do the gospels tell us about the birth of Jesus?
	What is religion? What concepts do religions have in common?
	Why are Good Friday and Easter Day the most important days for Christians?
	So what do we now know about Christianity?
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