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Welcome to a new year at King Street! It has been lovely having the children back in school and we have enjoyed hearing all about their adventures over the summer. They have settled well into Year 2 and are already impressing us with their motivation and enthusiasm for learning. PE 
Our PE lessons will usually take place on a Wednesday and Friday, but please send PE kits in to school with your child on a Monday, and these will be sent home each Friday, in case of any timetabling changes.  PE kit should consist of: tracksuit bottoms/shorts, trainers and a change of top (preferably a school t-shirt in house colours), as well as a sweatshirt for the outdoors. Please ensure all items of clothing are named. 
We will be holding a Meet the Teacher event on Monday 8th September at 3.30-4.00pm and again at 4.00-4.30pm (to allow parents to attend more than one meeting if they have siblings in school).  We look forward to seeing you there.

Reading
Your child will bring home a new reading book each week in line with their phonics ability which they will keep for the full week. Please ensure this book is brought into school each day as reading is a vital part of our school day and staff in class listen to the children read whenever possible.
Please read with your child as often as possible (at least 3 times a week) and sign in their reading record. We encourage the children to re-read their book more than once to develop their fluency (being able to read words by sight instead of blending the sounds). 
They will also bring home a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ book which they have chosen from our class library – these are for you to enjoy together and to promote a love of books. 



Our topic this term is called New Beginnings.Uniform & Water Bottles
Children should come to school wearing: black or grey trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore; a white polo shirt; a blue cardigan/sweatshirt; and plain black shoes. It has been great to see the children return to school looking so smart, but if there are any difficulties with providing uniform, please do let us know as we can support with this. Please ensure all their uniform is named. 
We recommend children bring in a water bottle to help them keep hydrated as it can get warm in the classroom, especially during the afternoon. Please make sure this is named. 
Maths
Our focus this term will be on place value, addition and subtraction and 2D and 3D shapes. We will be ordering and comparing numbers to 100, identifying the tens and ones in each number. Then we will learn strategies to add and subtract 2-digit numbers. We will use our new knowledge and skills to answer problem solving and reasoning questions. It is important that children develop a secure knowledge of the number system, counting forwards and backwards within 100 and recall the number bonds to 10, 20 and 100 quickly.  
English
This term, much of our English work will be based around the books ‘Beegu’ and ‘The Lonely Beast’. We will be using drama techniques to ‘step into the book’, imagining how the characters are feeling and creating scenes from the stories. We will be learning to extend our sentences using adjectives to add more detail and conjunctions (and, but, because, so, when, if) to join our ideas together. 
Phonics
In Year 2, we teach daily Phonics lessons during the Autumn Term. Children will continue to learn the different ways sounds (phonemes) can be written as graphemes and begin to learn any rules relating to which spelling to use. If your child did not pass the Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 1, they will also receive an additional phonics intervention daily. 



Foundation Subjects Overview for this term:

	Art 
Studying the life and art work of Norman Cornish.
	Computing 
IT around us – computing systems and networks. Digital photography

	Science 
The properties and uses of different materials including testing a range of materials for a specific purpose.
	Geography 
Identifying the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the world and finding hot and cold areas of the world. 

	History 
Finding out about life as a child in the Victorian times and comparing it to their lives now.
	PE 
Fundamental skills (balancing, running, changing direction, jumping, hopping and skipping) 
Dance

	Design Technology 
Designing and creating wheeled vehicles.
	PSHE 
Families, friendships and keeping safe. 

	Music 
Singing
	RE 
The beliefs of Buddhism



[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to me on the yard at the beginning or end of the day, or contact me via email: e.bell300@kingstreet.durham.sch.uk  

Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Bell, Miss Boe and Mrs McGonigal
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