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Welcome back, and a happy new year to you all!  We hope you’ve all enjoyed some quality family time over the Christmas holidays, and are feeling refreshed and ready for 2026.  The children have come back ready to learn, and are already showing focus and determination in these first few days, and I’m sure that this positive attitude will allow them all to enjoy a busy Spring term!

Foundation Subjects Overview for this term:Our Spring Term topic will be ‘Into the Woods’, in which we will explore traditional stories and fairy tales, with a twist. We will be reading a variety of books, including: The Story Tree, Inside the Villains and The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig. By delving into these stories in detail and exploring them through discussion and roleplay, the children will continue to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation for reading, which will help them to become informed and enthusiastic writers. 

In Maths, we will be focusing on measures, including money, length and weight. We will also have a big focus on telling the time and on times tables, as all children must be confident with their 2s, 5s and 10s by the end of Year 2!
Our Science topic is ‘Animals, including humans’, where we will be: noticing that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults; finding out about and describing the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival and describing the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene.

In History, we will be asking and answering questions about women from history, such as Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole! In our Geography lessons, we will be developing our mapping skills, as part of our Outdoor Ed sessions. In Art, we will learn about the works of Ava Jolllife and create our own digital media artwork and in DT we will investigate and prepare our own fruit smoothies. In computing we will be creating digital music and learning how to creates graphs using ICT, whilst in RE, we will continue our lessons on Buddhism. Our PSHE lessons will focus on growth and change and respect, whilst we will be exploring composition and improvisation in our music lessons, using glockenspiels. 

Uniform & Water Bottles
Children should come to school wearing: black or grey trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore; a white polo shirt; a blue cardigan/sweatshirt; and plain black shoes. It has been great to see the children return to school looking so smart, but if there are any difficulties with providing uniform, please do let us know as we can support with this. Please ensure all their uniform is named. 
We recommend children bring in a water bottle to help them keep hydrated throughout the day. Please make sure this is named. 
PE 
Our PE lessons will usually take place on a Tuessday and Friday, but please send PE kits in to school with your child on a Monday, and these will be sent home each Friday, in case of any timetabling changes.  PE kit should consist of: tracksuit bottoms/shorts, trainers and a change of top (preferably a school t-shirt in house colours), as well as a sweatshirt for the outdoors. Please ensure all items of clothing are named. 

	Art 
Digital Media – Ava Joliffe
	Computing 
Programming A – robot algorithms  	
Creating media – digital music 


	Science 
Animals including Humans
	Geography 
Magical Maps
 

	History 
Wonder Women – Lives of significant women in history (Florence Nightingale & Mary Seacole)

	PE 
Gymnastics
Invasion games


	Design Technology 
Making smoothies
Food – preparing fruits and vegetables
	PSHE 
Physical Health and Mental Wellbeing 
Growing and Changing 	
Respecting ourselves and others 
British Values


	Music 
Composition – exploring improvisation
	RE 
The beliefs of Buddhism



Reading
Your child will bring home a new reading book each week in line with their phonics ability which they will keep for the full week. Please ensure this book is brought into school each day as reading is a vital part of our school day and staff in class listen to the children read whenever possible.
Please read with your child as often as possible (at least 3 times a week) and sign in their reading record. We encourage the children to re-read their book more than once to develop their fluency (being able to read words by sight instead of blending the sounds). 
They will also bring home a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ book which they have chosen from our class library – these are for you to enjoy together and to promote a love of books. 



If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to me on the yard at the beginning or end of the day, or contact me via email: e.bell300@kingstreet.durham.sch.uk  

Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Bell, Miss Boe and Mrs McGonigal
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