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11th September 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

With the children now all fully settled and ready for the term ahead we have begun our full curriculum, including our PE and swimming sessions. To help ensure that all children can participate, please ensure that your child brings their PE kit to school where they will remain all week. As the weather gets a bit cooler, children will benefit from leggings or jogging bottoms instead of shorts as some PE sessions will still be outdoors. Reading books will also have started to be sent home so please check children’s bags for these. If your child has not yet brought a book home, they will be sent out early next week so they can begin good reading habits at home. 

Halloween disco
The term is already passing quickly and next week we will be sending out information about the Halloween disco. Please look out for this on your Arbor account. Reception and Year 1/2 children will be taken to the disco straight after school and will be collected at 4:15pm. Year 3,4,5 and 6 (KS2) starts at 4.30pm and they are to be collected at 5.30pm. Full information will be provided in the letter next week. 

After school activity Clubs
If you requested a place for your child to attend an after-school activity club, you would have received a message to confirm their place. We are delighted that we were able to accommodate all requests this term and we have many excited children, ready to start clubs next week. 
 
Harvest Service
This week, classrooms have been full of harvest songs in anticipation of our Harvest Service at St Andrew’s Church on 30th September at 1.30pm. We welcome all parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles. Children from Reception to Year 6 will attend the service  and our children are always keen to read  aloud, and we already have lots of volunteers. Father John always shares a lovely story that helps us reflect on being grateful for what we have. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Year 6 at Whitworth
On Tuesday 15th September, our Year 6 children will visit Whitworth Academy for a taster session. This allows children to begin to understand what secondary school feels like and to experience moving between spaces. Staff will accompany the children, and they will return to school before the end of the school day. 

Arbor
We have now moved our school system over to Arbor and so far, the feedback is that parents are finding it straightforward to use. We are pleased to hear this. When moving to new systems there is always the concern that there will be technical glitches but so far, we seem to be managing this quite well. We have noticed that a number of families have not yet activated their accounts. Please note that this will need to be activated to allow families to pay for events, book after school childcare and to update contact numbers. Parent Pay is no longer used and will be phased out at the end of the month with all balances carried over to Arbor accounts. 

International visit – Year 5/6
We are delighted to announce that, once again, we were successful in our bid to take a group of pupils on an international visit. For several years now we have been able to take Year 5/6 children to India and Florida and we hope the funding allows us to create something just as memorable this year. Whilst details and group sizes have not yet been agreed, we have issued an expression of interest form to families to gauge interest. Please ensure you complete this form if you think your child would like to participate. The children who have been on previous visits have described it as ‘unforgettable’ and ‘the best visit ever’. 

School admissions for September 2027
Just a reminder that if you currently have a child in Nursery or Year 6, the applications for places for Reception and secondary school are now open. Please visit the school admissions page on Durham County Council’s website to apply. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please speak to a member of staff on the yard, the office or email teachers directly. We are always happy to help.  A reminder of the diary dates are below. 


Joanne Bromley
Head Teacher


Diary dates
Tuesday 15th September- Y6 children to visit Whitworth Academy
Thursday 17th September-  Y6 Open evening for parents at Whitworth Academy 6pm
Monday 28th  September- Reception open evening- September 2027 starters 5pm
Wednesday 30th September – Harvest Service at St. Andrew’s Church 1:30pm (Reception to Year 6)
Tuesday 6th October - School photo day.
Thursday 22nd October- Y5 reflection visit to church
Thursday 22nd  October- Halloween disco in school (Reception and KS1 3:15-4:15pm, KS2 4.30-5.30pm)
Friday 23rd October- School Closes for Half Term Holiday
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