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25th September 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

Another week has flown past and the nights are drawing in. This week in assembly one of our Year 6 children received their Bronze Award badge which is an exceptional achievement this early in the term. To reward children for their positive attitude, hard work, resilience and kindness to others, we issue stamps. The children collect these stamps and earn badges. Our first badge is bronze, and then working towards silver, gold and platinum. I know there are many other children close to achieving their bronze award in the next few weeks so please look out for the badges coming home.  


School clothing
We are still in the process of trying to reunite lots of lost property with its rightful owners. However, the uniform that is now left is unnamed and it has become very difficult to identify who it may belong to. If your child has lost any uniform, including coats, please do speak to a member of staff as it is likely that it is in school. I would also ask that any items of uniform are labelled with your child’s name as this makes returning items much easier. 

Harvest Service
Next Wednesday (30th) is our annual Harvest Service at St Andrew’s Church. The service begins at 1.30pm and children from Reception to Year 6 will be singing songs and reading aloud, showing how grateful we are for the food we have.  Our school choir will also be singing, and they have been practising hard in their after school club to ensure they are note perfect! We look forward to seeing parents, carers, aunties, uncles and grandparents come along and join in the service. 

Parent workshop
Every year we try and host workshops for families that we feel would be beneficial. This year our focus will be on SEND needs. We now have a date for the first workshop. This will be on Tuesday 3rd November 1.45pm-3.15pm. The workshop will focus on ‘Understanding and responding to the emotional needs of our children (Emotional Regulation).’ 
This workshop will give parents/carers information and techniques to help their child to regulate their emotions, including:
· What emotional regulation is and why it is important 
· Behaviour as communication
· What happens when children ‘flip their lid’ (the fight, flight, freeze response)
· Strategies for co-regulation
· How parents/carers can support children with the skills they need to be able to regulate their emotions.
This is delivered by specialist professionals with very good knowledge and understanding of how children’s emotional regulation can affect family life and lots of ideas will be given to support children in the home. This workshop is free to attend. Please look out for a sign up link being sent out on Eschools. We look forward to more of these over the year. 



Library visit
We are delighted that Spennymoor library has offered our Year 3 children an opportunity to work alongside a performance poet next week. The workshop will keep children engaged and help foster a love of poetry and I know they will enjoy it. 

Reception 2027 open night
The application for Reception places for 2027 is now open and all applications should be made through the DCC portal, directly to the admission services. If you have a child who is in Nursery and would like more information on our school and a chance to see our Reception class, we are holding an open night on Monday 28th September at 5pm and we would love you to come along. If you have friends or family who will have school age children for September 2027, this open evening is also available to them. Please do let them know they are welcome. 

Pushchairs
Over the last few days, we have seen an increase in the number of pushchairs being left at the front of the school building. This week it has blocked access to our boiler house, which we need access to on a daily basis. Unfortunately, we do not have a pushchair storage on site so do request that these are taken home with families after dropping children off at Nursery. Thank you. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please speak to a member of staff on the yard, the office or email teachers directly. We are always happy to help.  A reminder of the diary dates are below. A full list of the key dates were sent out at the beginning of September and will still be available on your Eschools app or email. 


Joanne Bromley
Head Teacher


Diary dates
Monday 28th  September- Reception open evening- September 2027 starters 5pm
Wednesday 30th September - Harvest service at St. Andrew’s Church 1.30pm (Reception- Y6)
Tuesday 6th October – School photo day
Monday 12th - Friday 16th October SEND parents’ evenings
Thursday 22nd  October- Y5 reflection visit to church 1.15pm ( parents do not need to attend)
Thursday 22nd  October- Halloween disco Reception/KS1 3.15- 4.15pm and KS2 4.30-5.30pm
Friday 23rd  October- School Closes for Half Term Holiday
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