 
King Street Primary & Pre - School
High Grange Road 
Spennymoor
County Durham
DL166RA                                                                                                                                         Telephone: (01388) 816078
Email: office@kingstreetprimary.org.uk

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Macmurray:Desktop:King Street Logos:final-white.jpg]







                                                                                               
  

9th October 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

We are rapidly heading towards the end of our first half term with plenty of things still to do. We have been reminding children about keeping them safe as the nights get darker and ensuring that they can always be seen if walking near roads or playing at the park. Father John also held an assembly about people who help us and this was a lovely way to remind children that, if they ever need help, there are plenty of trusted adults around them to speak to. 

Lateness 
We have an increasing number of children being late to school each day and would like to remind parents that children must be in school by 8.45am. We open our doors at 8.30am to allow children a softer start to the school day, however they must be in by 8.45am or they are marked as late. Being late not only affects children’s self-confidence but also their access to learning. Teaching starts promptly each day with fundamental key skills and when children are late, they miss this learning and can start to fall behind their peers. We also ask children for their school meal choice during these first few minutes and children arriving late miss this and therefore cannot chose the meal they want. On these occasions, the meal default is a sandwich, and we know that some children would prefer to choose their own meal. Please  ensure that children arrive on time to give your child the best start to the day. 

3D printer sale
On Wednesday 21st October we will be holding a 3D printed items sale. Our children love these sales, and we always sell out of items quite quickly. We have everything from small keyrings to large dragons. Items will be priced from £1 and we ask that children bring in no more than £10. All money raised goes back into the children’s school fund and helps us to offer enriched opportunities to them all.

Halloween Disco
Please ensure you have booked your child’s place at the Halloween disco if they wish to attend. Whilst we do encourage children to dress up for the event, we do request that dress up costumes are appropriate and that children do not bring plastic weapons into school as part of the costume or wear costumes that are based on horror films. Many of our children love to dress up but some costumes can be quite frightening, especially for the younger children. 

Illness
We can see that the winter bugs are already starting to circulate and we have a number of children with coughs, colds and sore throats. Children can still attend school with these minor ailments, as long as they do not have a temperature and present as unwell. Where children have a temperature, they must remain absent until it subsides. Where children are sick or have diarrhoea, they must remain absent for 48 hours after their last bout of illness. This helps prevent the spread of germs to others. Where your child may need paracetamol for minor ailments, please ensure you send this into school with their name on and complete a medical consent form. Thank you. 

Family support services
Durham County Council are reforming the services they can offer to families, and we are hopeful that the new offer is more accessible, effective and supportive to our families. The family hubs offer lots of information on supporting children in the home, plus they now offer drop-in sessions with educational psychologists and other professionals if families would like more specific advice. Our nearest hub is in Tudhoe Moor and can be contacted on 03000261111 or on https://www.durham.gov.uk/TudhoeFamilyHub . The feedback we have received so far is positive so please use their services if you are looking for advice. 

SEND parent evenings
Our SEND parent’s evenings are next week. Families should have received a letter and returned this with a convenient time to meet with teachers. We look forward to updating you on your child’s progress, new targets and how they have settled into their new class.
Parents evenings for all other children will take place from Monday 16th November. Further information will be sent out soon.

Poppy Appeal
We have received our Poppy Appeal pack in school today and will be selling their items all next week. There is a suggested donation of £1 and children can choose from a selection of items from reflective keyrings to wristbands. It is a very worthwhile cause, and we look forward to finding out how much our school can raise for the appeal. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please speak to a member of staff on the yard, the office or email teachers directly. We are always happy to help.  

Joanne Bromley
Head Teacher

Diary dates
Monday 12th - Friday 16th October SEND parents’ evenings
Thursday 22nd  October- Y5 reflection visit to church 1.15pm ( parents do not need to attend)
Thursday 22nd  October- Halloween disco Reception/KS1 3.15- 4.15pm and KS2 4.30-5.30pm
Friday 23rd  October- School Closes for Half Term Holiday
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